
Helping landowners conserve Bedfordshire’s biodiversity 
This advice forms part of a series of notes for farmers and landowners that will increase the 

awareness of, and the opportunities for, biodiversity and wildlife on farmland.  It forms part of the Bed-
fordshire and Luton Biodiversity Action Plan to increase awareness of, and involvement in, the conser-
vation of our wealth of wildlife. 

 

Ponds and Biodiversity in Bedfordshire 

The importance of ponds 
Ponds (depressions in the ground that hold water for at least part 
of the year) support a wide range of plants and animals so have a 
vital role in protecting freshwater biodiversity.  More than half of the 
wetland plant species found in Britain occur in ponds.  Many  
species of invertebrate and all our amphibian species depend on 
ponds, in particular the internationally protected Great Crested 
Newt needs ponds to breed. 
 
There is no clear distinction between a large pond and a small 
lake; but lakes are generally over 1ha in size, and ponds are  
generally smaller than 1ha. 

A field edge pond with good habitat around 

What can I do to help my pond? 
There is often the desire to restore an existing pond based on the 
misconception that a ‘good pond’ is one that comprises lots of open 
water, perhaps with an island. 
 

Before undertaking any restoration work check the following points: 
 

• Presence of protected species (e.g. Great Crested Newts) as 
this will affect the timing of the work and whether a licence is re-
quired from English Nature. 

 

• If it is lined; dredging may damage the liner causing the pond to 
leak. 

 

• If the pond is a Historic Monument (e.g. a Moat or medieval fish 
pond).  If it is then dredging will probably not be permitted, con-
sult the HER at County Hall (01234 228072) if you think that 
your pond may be of historic interest. 

 

• Will the proposed work actually achieve an increase in wildlife 
value or might it in fact reduce the value (e.g. creating large ar-
eas of open water will encourage fish that will eat other wildlife 
thus reducing the wildlife value of the pond).  It is a good idea to 
seek advice before undertaking any restoration work to ponds to 
ensure you are maximising your gains. 

 

If you are going to restore a pond only clean out up to half of it at a 
time and to do the rest a year or more later when it has recovered. 

A pond in need of some restoration. 

A pond being de-silted for GCN conservation 

Restoration work can only return a pond to the physical condition it was in at some time in the past.  The flora 
and fauna that the pond supported then may no longer be present or able to fully utilise this restoration of 
their preferred habitat.  Remember that ‘restoration’ to a particular condition will lead to the need for continued 
management if you want to maintain that condition into the future - ponds never stay still and are always 
changing.  

It is often preferable to dig a new pond rather than restore an old one. 

For more information, advice or help with your pond or any other farming and wildlife queries please do not 
hesitate to contact:  Matthew O’Brien, County Countryside/ FWAG Officer.  Tel:01234 831052, email:  
Matthew.obrien@bedscc.gov.uk                                                                                                        090/2005 



Creating new ponds and tips on management 

Pond creation. 
Creating new ponds is probably the best thing that you can do to con-
serve freshwater biodiversity.  Don't be afraid to seek further advice on 
how to do it! 
 

Here are a few points to consider when creating a pond (or indeed re-
storing an old one): 

 
• The gradient of the banks should be varied; in places there 

should be gently sloping banks giving an extended drawdown 
zone.  This is an important part of any pond and maximises wild-
life diversity. 

 

• Ensure there is a variation in 
depths from very shallow edges to a metre or two at the deepest point.  
Although having a deep area reduces the likelihood of the pond drying 
out in the summer it does not matter if the pond does completely dry out 
regularly (except of course to any fish that are present). 
 

• Beware of introducing 'alien' plants that spread rapidly and, if  
introduced, could undo all your good work (this includes species such 
as Water Fern, Australian Swamp Stonecrop, New Zealand Pygmy 
Weed and Japanese Knotweed).  Parts of the bank should be com-
pletely vegetation free.  'Alien' animals (such as fish and terrapins) 
should also be avoided. 
 

• Ensure the proposed site for your new pond is not a more valuable 
habitat than a pond could be (don't put the pond in the wet bit). 

Pond Management. 
Here are some other management points to consider with either new or old ponds: 
 

• Never put fish into a wildlife pond (or a pond that already contains Great Crested Newts or other pro-
tected wildlife). 

 

• Consider linking ponds to other wetland features with strips of 
grass or other vegetation. 
 

• Ensure that other nearby activities such as fertiliser use, spray 
drift, run off, roads or drainage won't compromise the quality of the 
pond water.  Creating 'buffer zones' of vegetation around the pond 
could help to achieve this. 
 

• Leaving a pond partly unfenced and thus allowing livestock to 
‘puddle up’ some of the edges is ok as this will provide good habitat 
for rare invertebrates but livestock should not be allowed to puddle 
the whole of the pond. 
 

• Some shading by 
overhanging trees on the 
northern banks is ok and 

trees can provide valuable habitat but too much shade is not 
good for ponds.  Large numbers of trees around a pond will 
make the pond silt up and leads to high nutrient levels through 
decaying leaves. 

 

• It is vital to ensure the management of the area around the 
pond is considered as carefully as the management of the 
pond itself as the key to a good pond is the quality of the wa-
ter. 

A new pond being created 

A new pond with varied gradient banks and depths 

A pond in need of some management 

The same pond after some management 


